Algorithm for Investigation of Health Care-Associated
(Nosocomial) Infections as Sentinel Events

Developed by Consensus of Infection Control Professionals from Consortium of Comprehensive Cancer Centers.*

Issue: Cancer centers are faced with multiple confounding factors in the assessment of health care-associated
(nosocomial) infections (NI) as sentinel events (SE). Because of the high-risk populations of our institutions, these
confounders must be considered when attributing death or major loss of function to NI.

IC will use routine surveillance methods (including review of death reports), to identify NI (health
care-acquired) that result in death or major loss of function.
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