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1A LLeevveell  ooff  ccoonnsscciioouussnneessss 0-alert
1-responds to minor stimulation
2-requires repeated stimulation
3-coma/unresponsive

1B OOrriieennttaattiioonn  qquueessttiioonnss  ((22)) 0-answers both correctly
Ask patient to name the month 1-answers one correctly
and to state his/her age 2-answers neither correctly

1C RReessppoonnssee  ttoo  ccoommmmaannddss  ((22)) 0-performs both tasks correctly
Ask the patient to open and close 1-performs one task correctly
His/her eyes, and to make a fist 2-performs neither

2 GGaazzee 0-normal horizontal movements
Evaluate horizontal gaze 1-partial gaze pals

2-complete gaze palsy

3 VViissuuaall  ffiieellddss 0-no visual field defect
1-partial hemianopia
2-complete hemianopia
3-bilateral hemianopia

4 FFaacciiaall  mmoovveemmeenntt  0-normal
1-minor facial weakness
2-partial paralysis
3-complete unilateral palsy

5 MMoottoorr  ffuunnccttiioonn  ((aarrmm))  0-no drift
Have patient hold arm extended, palm down 1-drift before 10s but doesn’t hit bed
Score each arm separately 2-falls before 10 seconds

3-no effort against gravity
4-no movement

6 MMoottoorr  ffuunnccttiioonn  ((lleegg)) 0-no drift
Have patient hold leg elevated at about 30° 1-drift before 5 seconds
Score each leg separately 2-falls before 5 seconds

3-no effort against gravity
4-no movement

7 LLiimmbb  aattaaxxiiaa 0-no ataxia
Perform finger-nose-finger or heel-knee-shin 1-ataxia in 1 limb
in all limbs. Score 0 if paralyzed or if patient 2-ataxia in 2 limbs
cannot understand.

8 SSeennssoorryy 0-no sensory loss
Test pin prick sensation. In obtunded patients 1-mild sensory loss
look for withdrawal from noxious stimulation. 2-severe sensory loss
Patients who are comatose are given a 2.

(continued)

Table 3: National Institutes of Health Stroke Scale
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